
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

The next ENVI meetings will take place on 27-
28 September and 11-12 October. Our work  
will continue to focus on responding to the 

biggest global emergency - climate change. A 
recent Eurobarometer study shows that 9 out 
of 10 Europeans consider it to be the single  
most serious problem facing the world. We 
have a responsibility towards them, we need 

to act and to act as fast as we can in preparing  
legislation that will enable the systemic change needed to put Europe on the 
path towards climate neutrality by 2050.  

As we prepare to proceed with the ambitious ‘fit for 55’ legislative package, the 
Commission will present in more detail several proposals that are part of this  
package and which aim to strengthen essential pieces of the existing legislative  
framework, so that they can adequately support Europe’s new level of  

ambition. One of them is the amendment of the Effort Sharing Regulation. If 
the Member States’ greenhouse gas emission targets remain unchanged, the 
reduction from sectors covered by this regulation would not be sufficient to 
allow the EU to reach its overall 55% target set out in the European Climate  
Law. Also, the scope of this regulation will have to be adapted to reflect the 

intention to extend the EU emission trading to new sectors and the revision of  
the Regulation on Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF), which 
foresees including non-CO2 emissions from the agriculture for the first time. 

The Commission will also explain its proposal to further reduce CO2 emissions  
from cars and lightweight vehicles. It is a great illustration of how the transition 
to a low carbon economy not only benefits the climate but delivers a wider 
range of benefits, by stimulating technological innovation in one of the EU’s 

most crucial industrial sectors. 

On 27 and 28 September, we will vote on the draft initiative report on the EU 
strategy to reduce methane emissions, looking into the actions needed to 

improve the measuring, reporting and verification of methane emissions, also 
in specific sectors such as energy, waste and agriculture.  Reduction of methane 
emissions is not only a key tool in fighting climate change, but it will also 
improve the quality of our air and reduce health hazards caused by ozone, a 
harmful air pollutant that methane helps to produce. 

However, while we deal with climate emergency, we don’t lose sight of other 
challenges facing Europe, such as health. The Parliament will continue pushing  

for a stronger Health Union and to give the EU the tools needed to be more  
prepared in the event of a health crisis.  In that respect, we will exchange views 
with Commissioner Kyriakides on the Commission’s proposal for the creation 
of the European Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority  
(HERA). On 11 and 12 October we will vote on the own initiative report on a 

new Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe, one of the centerpieces of the 
proposed future EU health security framework. It is crucial to give the EU's  
pharmaceutical policy a long-term vision: we need to ensure that it is crisis-
resilient and more sustainable and to reinforce the EU's position as a global 
leader in this critical area, while ensuring access to affordable medicines for 

patients. 

A lot of attention will be also given to chemicals, with the annual Exchange of  
Views with Mr. Bjorn Hansen, the Executive Director of the European Chemicals  
Agency, and a discussion with the Commission to take stock at the 
achievements and challenges related to the implementation of the European 
Chemicals Strategy one year on.   

Last but not least, in October we will vote for a resolution on the upcoming  
2021 UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow, which will serve as a 
mandate for the EP Delegation that will participate in the conference. Without 
revealing its details, I can already say it will include a strong call for action. The 
European Parliament has declared a long time ago that we are in a state of  
planetary emergency; upholding commitments agreed in Paris, internationa l 

cooperation, and solidarity are necessary to fulfill our collective responsibility  
towards the next generation to save our planet, our future. 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 27 September 2021 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• INI Draft Report on EU Strategy to reduce methane emissions - (27/09 

and 28/09) 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) And (3) to Implementing Regulation 
(EU) No 540/2011 as regards the extension of the approval periods of 
the active substances, including Chlorotoluron and Difenoconazole - 
Vote on motion for resolution (28/09) 

 Commission Delegated Regulation supplementing Regulation (EU) 
2020/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council by establishing  
the technical screening criteria for determining the conditions under 
which an economic activity qualifies as contributing substantially to 
climate change mitigation or climate change adaptation and for 

determining whether that economic activity causes no significant harm 
to any of the other environmental objectives - Joint Committee  
procedure (Rule 58) of ECON and ENVI - votes on motion for a resolution 
(27/09) - fourth vote on 11/10 on another delegated act 

 INI Draft Report on Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe - (11/10 and 
12/10) 

 Draft Opinion on the implementation report on on-farm animal welfare  
- (11/10 and 12/10) 

 Draft Opinion on Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy - (11/10 and 
12/10) 

 Draft motion for resolution on 2021 UN Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow, the UK (COP 26) - (11/10 and 12/10) 
 

Considerations 

 Consideration of Draft Report on batteries and waste batteries (11/10) 
 

Exchanges of views 

 Presentation by the Commission - Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/842 
on Binding Annual Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions by Member 
States from 2021 to 2030 contributing to Climate Action to meet 
commitments under the Paris Agreement (27/09) 

 Presentation by the Commission - Amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 
as regards strengthening the CO2 emission performance standards for 
new passenger cars and new light commercial vehicles in line with the 
Union’s increased climate ambition (27/09) 

 Exchange of views with the Commissioner Kyriakides on HERA, the  
European Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority  
(27/09) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes


 

 Presentation by Mr Fatih Birol, Executive Director of the Internationa l 
Energy Agency (IEA), of the report: net zero by 2050 - a roadmap for the 
global energy sector (27/09) (session organised by ITRE) 

 Exchange of view with the Commission on the chemicals strategy (11/10) 

 Annual exchange of views with ECHA (11/10) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on LULUCF (11/10) 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

EU Strategy to reduce methane emissions  

The Commission has adopted the EU strategy to 
reduce methane emissions on 14 October 2020. 
On September 27-28, ENVI will vote on its draft 

own initiative report on the strategy. 22 
Compromise amendments were agreed among 
political groups covering most of the 380 
amendments tabled and the Opinions adopted 
by AGRI and ITRE committees. Recognizing that 

reduction in methane emissions is one of the 
most cost-effective strategies to reduce global 

warming as well as it is necessary to protect the health of EU citizens, the 
compromises include, inter alia, a call on the Commission to present a 

comprehensive and clear legislative framework setting binding measures and 
binding reduction targets covering all sectors and leading to significant 
reductions in methane emissions in the EU by 2030.  To that end, the final 
report will emphasise the importance of adopting mandatory monitoring ,  
reporting, and verification (MRV) for all methane emitting sectors, including  

through the adoption of rules, standards, and methodologies. The report will 
also call on the Commission and the Member States to suggest and negotiate a 
binding global agreement on methane mitigation at the COP26 meeting in 
Glasgow in line with the modelled pathways that limit global warming to 1.5°C. 
The plenary vote is scheduled for October II 2021. 

Rapporteur: SPYRAKI (EPP), 
ENVI Shadows: ROS SEMPERE (S&D), HOJSÍK (Renew), PAULUS (GREENS/EFA), 
LIMMER (ID), ZALEWSKA (ECR), WALLACE (THE LEFT), 

 
Objections to the ‘EU Taxonomy Climate Delegated 

Act’ - Joint Committee procedure (Rule 58) of ECON 
and ENVI  

The Taxonomy Regulation is part of  
the strategy for sustainable finance,  

aiming to redirect capital flows to 
economic activities that help generate  
sustainable and inclusive growth. It 
sets out four overarching conditions  
that economic activity has to meet to 

qualify as environmentally  
sustainable. It also establishes a list of  

six environmental objectives to which the activity must contribute (while not 
doing significant harm to any of the other objectives). Under the Taxonomy  
Regulation, the Commission is obliged to define technical screening criteria for 

each environmental objective through delegated acts. The first of such 

delegated acts, so called EU Climate Delegated Act, was adopted in June 2021. 
It aims at determining a list of conditions under which an economic activity  
qualifies as contributing substantially to climate change mitigation or climate  
change adaptation and for determining whether that activity causes no 
significant harm to any of the other objectives. European Parliament is 

currently exercising its right of scrutiny and, on September 27th, in a joint 
ECON-ENVI committee meeting members will vote on three objections  
received to the EU Climate Delegated Act. If adopted by a joint committee, the  
objections will be tabled for a vote in Plenary. A fourth objection (on another 

delegated act will be put to the vote on 11 October). 

 

Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe 

On 11 and 12 October ENVI will vote on the  
own initiative report on a new 
Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe, a key 

component of building a future Europea n 
Health Union.  

In her draft report, the rapporteur stresses  

how the new pharmaceutical strategy is  
one of the pillars of the European Health Union and is convinced that it can 
respond, if fully implemented, to long-standing weaknesses in the field of  
medicines, such as affordability, access and shortages, support research aligned 
with the needs of patients and health systems, and it can strengthen and 

innovate the pharmaceutical industry. In order to increase research and 
development of medicines for unmet therapeutic needs, the rapporteur calls  
on the Commission to promote the creation of a European framework to guide  
the implementation of national plans and strategies to combat rare diseases, 
paediatric cancers, neurodegenerative diseases and antimicrobial resistance.  

The rapporteur also calls on the EU to provide itself with a common therapeutic 
guide for antimicrobials.  
More than 30 compromise amendments are being negotiated covering the  
majority of the 732 amendments. JURI and ITRE are also providing opinions to 

the report 

Rapporteur: MONTSERRAT (EPP) 
ENVI Shadows: MORETTI (S&D), SØGAARD LIDELL Renew), METZ (GREENS), 
BALDASSARE (ID), SLABAKOV (ECR), KONEČNÁ (THE LEFT) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Batteries and waste batteries 

On October 11, ENVI will consider 

the Rapporteur’s draft report on the 
Commission’s proposal for a 
Regulation on batteries and waste 
batteries (repealing Directive  

2006/66/EC and amending 
Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020). The 
Regulation is one of the first 

deliverables published under the Circular Economy Action Plan, and it 
contributes to the implementation of the European Green Deal.  This  

fundamental piece of legislation aims to ensure that batteries placed in the EU 
market are sustainable and safe throughout their entire life cycle - from 
production to the use and the waste phases. With the use of batteries  
exponentially increasing across different sectors, such as transport,  
communication, or energy, making them sustainable, high-performing and safe 

will not only accelerate Europe’s transition towards the circular economy but 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125064
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/204413/MARCOS_ROS+SEMPERE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197466
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197817/MICK_WALLACE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197711
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124799
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/nl/204331/LINEA_SOGAARD-LIDELL/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193292/TILLY_METZ/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197789/SIMONA_BALDASSARRE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197849
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


 

also contribute to reaching its climate neutrality goals thanks to e.g. 

electrification of mobility. The deadline for tabling amendments is October 21, 
at 11.00am. 

Rapporteur: BONAFÉ (S&D) 

ENVI Shadows: POLFJÄRD (EPP), KARLSBRO (Renew), GIEGOLD (Greens/EFA), 
LIMMER (ID), VONDRA (ECR), MODIG (THE LEFT) 

 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

Discussion with Commissioner Kyriakides on HERA, 
the European Health Emergency Preparedness and 

Response Authority (HERA) 

The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated a clear 

need for coordinated EU-level action to 
effectively and efficiently respond to health 
emergencies, especially when those are cross-
border threats. Building on the lessons learned, 

Europe is already preparing for the future. On 
16 September 2021 the Commission adopted a 

proposal to establish a new Health Emergency Preparedness and Response  
Authority (HERA). It will be a central element for strengthening the European 
Health Union. In collaboration with the Member States, HERA will anticipate  

threats and potential health crises, through intelligence gathering and building  
the necessary response capacities. When an emergency hits, HERA will enable  
rapid response, for instance by ensuring the development, production, and 
distribution of medicines, vaccines and other medical countermeasures. HERA  
will complement the work of existing EU health agencies. The proposal is part 

of a broader package of measures the Commission proposed in the context of 

working towards the European Health Union, it also includes a proposal for a 

Council Regulation on a framework of measures for ensuring the supply of  
crisis-relevant medical countermeasures in the event of a public health 
emergency at Union level. 
 

Exchange of views with Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food 

Safety, will allow the ENVI members to discuss various elements of the  
proposal, including those related to the governance mechanism, funding, or the  
split of competencies between the EMA, the ECDC and HERA. 
 

How to make the global energy sector climate 
neutral? Presentation by Mr. Fatih Birol, Executive 

Director of the International Energy Agency (IEA) 

Joint session of ITRE and ENVI 

On September 27th, ENVI committee  
members will join a presentation organized by 
the Committee on Industry, Research and 

Energy. Mr. Fatih Birol, Executive Director of  
the International Energy Agency (IEA) will 
present a special report ‘Net Zero by 2050 -       

A Roadmap for the Global Energy Sector’.  

The report was prepared as input to the negotiations at the 26th meeting of  
the Conference of the Parties (COP 26) to the UNFCCC – the Glasgow Climate  
Change Conference. The report outlines essential conditions for building a 
global energy sector with net-zero emissions in 2050 while ensuring stable and 

affordable energy supplies, providing universal energy access, and enabling  
robust economic growth. It cautions that to achieve this goal, immediate action 
and an unprecedented transformation of how energy is produced, transported,  
and used globally is needed. All governments will be required to significantly  

strengthen and then successfully implement their energy and climate policies. 

 
 

 

Recent publications:  
 

 Workshop proceedings on the extension of Emission Trading System ETS 
to transport emissions  

 Workshop proceedings on review of Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry Regulation  

 Study on the access to medicinal products 

 Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 
 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security  

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 
 
 

 

 
 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 

positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 
 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 

concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 

Upcoming publications: 
 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between zoonotic pandemics and the 
livestock sector 

 Study on the COP26 Climate Change Conference, Glasgow, United 
Kingdom 

 In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Kunming, China 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
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European Environment Agency (EEA) 

 
 Europe's air quality status 2021 

Air pollution is the single largest 
environmental health risk in Europe, causing 

cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, that, in the most serious cases, lead to 
premature deaths. This EEA briefing presents a status of ambient air 
concentrations of air pollutions in 2019 and 2020 presented by pollutant, for 
both EU and WHO air quality standards. The assessment shows that, in spite of  
improvements in air quality in recent years, exceedances of standards are still 

common across the EU. More info here. 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

On 15 July 2021, EFSA announced that the EU Bee  
Partnership (EUBP) has unveiled a new online data  

platform that will play a crucial role in efforts to 
protect bee and pollinator health. The 

prototype platform will bring together and visualise harmonised data related 
to bees and other pollinators, and aims to shed light on the well-being of  
pollinators and their role in our environment. EFSA contributed to the 

development of this platform, which is supported by a wide range of  
stakeholders. More info is available here. 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  

Know more about hazardous chemicals in products – 

ECHA publishes more data 

You can now access data from the EU’s first public 
database of substances of very high concern in products, SCIP. It aims to allow 

consumers to make more informed purchasing choices and help waste 
operators to further develop the re-use of articles and the recycling of 
materials in a safe way and thereby inter alia facilitate our transition to a more  
circular economy. More info here 

 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

EMA’s CHMP has approved additiona l 
manufacturing sites for the production of  

Comirnaty, the COVID-19 vaccine developed by 
BioNTech and Pfizer. One site, located in 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany, is operated by 

Sanofi-Aventis Deutschland GmbH. The other in Hameln, also in Germany, is 
operated by Siegfried Hameln GmbH. Both sites will manufacture finished 

product and will provide up to 50 million additional doses in 2021. 
More info here. EMA has also started evaluating an application for the use of a 
booster dose of Comirnaty to be given 6 months after the second dose in 
people aged 16 years and older. Booster doses are given to vaccinated people  
(i.e. people who have completed their primary vaccination) to restore  

protection after it has waned. The CHMP will recommend whether updates to 
the product information are appropriate. The outcome of this evaluation is 
expected within the next few weeks. More info here. 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)  

Strengthening EU/EEA Member States’ capacities to 
detect and identify SARS-CoV-2 variants 
ECDC has awarded more than 77 M€ to 24 EU/EEA 
countries to strengthen the whole genome sequencing  

and RT-PCR infrastructures within the countries’ national public health 

programmes. The aim of this initiative is to reinforce countries’ capacities for 
early detection and enhanced monitoring of emergent and known SARS-CoV-2 
variants. In the short term the improved capacities will enrich the weekly ECDC 
variants dashboard and the SARS-CoV-2 information on variants of concern. In 
the long term it will help to address future cross-border outbreaks and 

pandemics. More here. 
 

Tuberculosis - Annual Epidemiological Report for 2019 
In 2019, 29 countries in the European Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA) 
reported a total of 49 752 tuberculosis (TB) cases. The overall TB notification 

rate in the EU/EEA continued to decline. However, the EU/EEA is not on track  
to reach the goal of ending the TB epidemic by 2030.  
Multidrug resistance (MDR) was reported for 3.4% of TB cases with drug  
susceptibility testing results reported. Extensive drug resistance (XDR) was 
reported for 22.4% of MDR TB cases that underwent second-line drug  

susceptibility testing. More here.  
 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 25 and 27 October 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 

Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Christopher Ford, Valentina Papa, Natasza Hoffmann. Responsible assistants: Angelika Brüls, Anna Legowska. 

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
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